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synopsis of our discussion as the basic feature of the post-war
European situation. The old-fashioned parliamentary demo-
cracy has broken down. That -happened already early in
the inter-war period, and prepared the ground for the rise of
Fascism. Therefore, conventional parliamentary democracy can-
not be restored in post-war Europe. On the other hand, expe-
rience has compelled the Communists to abandon the path of
insurrection and dictatorship.
All over Europe, except a few small countries, an entirely
new type of State is arising. All these countries are tending
towards the type of State outlined in our Draft Constitution,
Spratt has pointed out that our Draft combines the Soviet system
with the liberating principles of parliamentary democracy. A.K.
Mukerji drew your attention to the fact of the rise of a new
type of party in Europe. It represents the new political tendency,
In different countries, an essentially similar party has chosen
different names ; Popular Republican Party, Progressive Chris-
tian Party, Christian Socialist Party, etc. The large bulk of the
middle classes', the "morass" of the time of the French Revolu-
tion, tends to follow the new party, which is rapidly winning
the support also of the peasantry. The once passive "morass"
is now throbbing with life. That fact has dissolved all the old
ideas of one-party State and the corresponding philosophy.
Together with the Communist and Socialist Parties, this new
party is dominating the political situation practically in all the
countries of Europe, and, in course of time, it is gaining rapidly
at the cost of its partners in the coalition. The old bourgeois
right-wing parties standing for the classical Parliamentary State
have been reduced to non-entities, if not altogether eliminated.
The idea of insurrection and proletarian dictatorship distin-
guished the Communist Parties from the Social Democratic
Parties. That distinction has disappeared. There are Com-
munist Parties in all the European countries, some of them very
powerful, occupying pre-dominating positions. They no longer
talk of insurrection, and are entering into coalition governments
instead of trying to establish proletarian dictatorships. In
France, for instance, the Communist Party is immensely stronger
than the Bolsheviks were in Russia in 1917, Why do they not
want to establish a dictatorship of the proletariat? They have